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Digital Scholarship / Digital Humanities
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Roberto Busa (1913-2011)

Pionneer of Digital Scholarship

Worked with IBM to use computers for 
his analysis of the works of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas from 1949 onwards.

This effort lasted 30 years.
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Models and Directions
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The French initiative for Digital 
Scholarship is working on 6 axis :

Handling data
Promoting data
Broadcasting data
Storing data
Signaling data
Archiving data
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Handling data

Working on research data with DS tools, 
to transform it and produce new results.

OCR
Text-mining
GIS
...
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Promoting data

Using DS tools to make your research 
more visible and make the public aware 
of it.

Data Visualization
Websites
...
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Broadcasting data

Making your research data available so it 
can be reused by others.

OAI
Open Access
RDF endpoints
...
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Storing data

Facilitating data exchanges accross 
research teams for the production of 
new research.

Shared storage space
Collaborative tools
...
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Signaling data

Gathering available data and research to 
make it easier to find and access.

OAI-PMH
Centralised catalogs
...
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Archiving data

Making sure the data remains available 
on the long term.

Long-term storage
Redudancy
Back up plans
Unique identifiers
...
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Tools
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Handling data

ElasticSearch
QGIS
Tesseract
...
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Promoting data

Mediawiki
Omeka or Omeka-S
Wordpress
Kibana, Grafana
...
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Broadcasting data

QGIS server
RDF triplestores
...
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Storing data

Mediawiki
Omeka or Omeka-S
Online collaborative tools
...
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Signaling data

OAI harvester
Blacklight
Bokeh
Omeka or Omeka-S
...
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Archiving data

Handle, ARK, DOI
For real data storage: contact your 
system administrator
...



  Gaetan Boisson
Setting Up a Digital Scholarship Center:

Models for Special and Academic Libraries

People
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We’re going to have to fight a couple 
clichés...
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Examples
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Transcrire

A project involving numerous French 
libraries and Universities, led by Fabrice 
Melka (Institut des Mondes Africains)

Collaborative transcription of french 
manuscripts for later analysis

Built with Omeka and Mediawiki
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Trawaca

A project from Universitas Kristen Duta 
Wacana, Indonesia, led by Dr.phil. Lucia 
D. Krisnawati

Collaborative annotation of Javanese 
writing symbols, to build an OCR engine

Built from scratch
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A quick example

Extracting information about 
personalities from the Philippines from 
Wikidata and displaying it on a map with 
QGIS
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Conclusion
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Make it look good!
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Make it last!
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