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FHL’s Vision & Mission 

Everyone curious 
and thirsty for all 
things Filipino 

To spark and stoke 
interest in the 
visual, aural, and  
printed story of the 
Filipino 



FHL’s Collections 

Filipiniana books 
and materials 
with focus on  

history, art, and 
culture 



FHL’s Collections 



FHL’s Library Systems Through the Years 
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MS 
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Manual Circulation System 

Excel Listings 



MS Access Database 

Cataloging/Database System: Map Collection 



MS Access Database 

Cataloging/Database System:  
Audio-Visual Collection 

Membership 



MS Access (frontend) + SQL Server (backend)  

Cataloging/Database System: 
Books/Monographs 



MS Access (frontend) + SQL Server (backend)  

Cataloging/Database System: Books/Monographs 



MS Access (frontend) + SQL Server (backend)  

Inventory System 



Custom program (frontend) + SQL Server 
(backend) 

OPAC (onsite):  
Books & Photographs 
 
Separate search for each 
type of collection 



Custom program (frontend) + SQL Server 
(backend) 

OPAC (onsite): Books & Photographs 



Custom program (frontend) + SQL Server 
(backend) Cataloging/Database System 
(backend) 
 

Separate databases / 
modules for different 
collections 



Excel Databases/Listings 

Non-book / 
Various 
collections 



Manual Circulation System 



Web OPAC (SQL Web Server) 
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Web OPAC (SQL Web Server) - 
LIBRARYLINK 



Web OPAC (Sobi2 plugin for Joomla) 

Books 



Web OPAC / Custom Website 
retrato.com.ph 

http://www.retrato.com.ph/


Web OPAC / Custom Website 
himig.com.ph 

http://www.himig.com.ph/


Web OPAC / Custom Website 



Why migrate to Koha ILS? 

Portability / Accessibility 

• ability to run in different 
hardware/software platforms (can 
work in any device with browser) 

• can be accessed anywhere with 
Internet connection (vs. local 
network/client-server) 

Integration / Standardization 

• More efficient search via single portal 
(vs. multiple, unstandardized 
databases) 

• MARC21 compliant 

• Easier linkage 

Flexibility 

• Open source updates/upgrades (vs. 
custom code) 

Maintenance / Support 

• Mature/robust system - less need for 
testing (vs. prolonged development 
time and testing/debugging) 

• Cloud server, backup (vs. costly 
database/web server maintenance) 

• Presence of Koha community 

Cost 

• Free open source system (excluding 
upgrades, customization, manhours 
costs) vs. costly programming fees for 
custom code 

Usability / Performance 

• Feature-rich 

• Improved user interface 



FHL’s Koha ILS Migration 

Koha ILS 
Installation 

Conversion 
of data to 

MARC 
format 

Data 
import 

OPAC 
Customization 

User 
training 



Data Mapping (MARC): Retrato 



Data Mapping (MARC): Himig 



Data Mapping (MARC): Books 



Koha ILS 



Koha ILS 



FHL’s Koha Web OPAC 



FHL’s Koha Web OPAC 
opac.filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

http://opac.filipinaslibrary.org.ph/


FHL’s Koha Web OPAC 

Search: Item Type 
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Search: Item Type 



FHL’s Koha Web OPAC 

Search: Collection / Shelving Location 



FHL Web OPAC: Search Results 



FHL Web OPAC: Item Page (Retrato) 



FHL Web OPAC: Item Page (Book) 

https://issuu.com/filipinasheritagelibrary/docs/war_in_the_philippines?e=18015266/13627919


LibraryLink’s Koha Web OPAC 



User Analytics via Piwik 



Thank You! 

Filipinas Heritage Library 

asklibrarian@filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

www.filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

mailto:asklibrarian@filipinaslibrary.org.ph



